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Discussion on the Theoretic Fundament and Institutional Innovation of
Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization

REN Yong
(Environmental Development Center, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization has developed with solid theoretic fundament and rich practical basis in three dimensions at
least, including the Marxism observations on human and nature, theories and strategies of the comprehensively deepening reform and the ruling by law,
as well as relevant principles of social and natural sciences. Accordingly Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization results in a considerable number
of institutional innovations, which provides practices of ecological civilization in China with new philosophies, strategies, roadmaps, methods and paths
for actions, targets and policies necessary. Reviewing the evolutionary process of environment and development in China and their natures behind, the
paper discusses the inner links between “Two-mountains hypothesis” and environment-and-economy, “Environment as Welfare”“All Action Jointly” and
environment-and-society; an integrated approach of eco-system and “A Natural-life-body consisting of mountain, water, forest, land and grass”; global
environmental governance and “Globally Joint-efforts for Ecological Civilization”. Based on the analyses above, the historic roles of Xi Jinping Thought on
Ecological Civilization in the systematic arrangements of strategies and actions for ecological civilization in China and elaborated.

Keywords: Xi Jinping Thought on Ecological Civilization; nature of environment and economy; nature of environment and society; an integrated approach of

eco-system; global environmental governance
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China’s Historical Evolution of Environmental Protection Along the Reform and
Opening-up Over the Last Forty Years

XIE Zhenhua
(China’s Special Representative for Climate Change Affairs, Beijing 100035, China)

Abstract: Along with the forty years’ reform and opening-up, China’s ecological and environmental management system has been evolving continuously.
Focused on the needs of solving prominent environmental issues at different stages of development, the work of environmental protection has been
implemented in China since 1972. It has been reforming, innovating, evolving and has realizing a “great leap” in the reform of environmental institutional
system in about every ten years, and has become the current framework of ecological and environmental governance with Chinese characteristics.
China’s environmental protection institutional system has been shaped with the characteristics of different phases of development, which has persisted
in solving the environmental issues in the process of socio-economic development. Aiming at improving environmental quality, Chinese environmental
governance framework comprised of a complete policy and planning system of ecological and environmental protection, a comprehensive ecological and
environmental governance system, and a sound legal system of ecological and environmental protection has been gradually formed. To attain the goal of
building a Beautiful China in the new era of developing socialism with Chinese characteristics, green development should be firmly performed and strategic
framework should be well-designed. Applying to the domestic situation meanwhile keeping eyes fixed around the world, one should develop a new pattern
of ecological and environmental management system and jointly build a clean and beautiful world.

Keywords: environmental protection; historical evolution; forty years’ reform and opening-up; China’s environmental history; ecological civilization;
beautiful China
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