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Practical Characterization and Development Path of Judicial Cooperation
of Regional Environment

SHEN Qiuhao', CHEN Zhenliang?*
(1. School of Law, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China; 2. Institute of Ecological Civilization,
Zhejiang A & F University, Hangzhou 311300, China)

Abstract: Judicial cooperation of environment plays a key role in promoting its overall governance in regions and river basins
environment. However, current research is mainly concerned with judicial cooperation of environment in a certain key region or river
basin. Therefore, a comprehensive investigation and normative analysis are in urgent demand for the practice of judicial cooperation of
environment in regions and river basins like in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei area, Yangtze River Delta, Chengdu-Chongging area, Yangtze River,
Yellow River, etc. In this context, it works if we start with the purpose, content and space of cooperation, and then divide the diversified
forms of such judicial cooperation into policy-responsive cooperation and procedure-friendly cooperation, vertical cooperation
and horizontal cooperation, intra-provincial cooperation and inter-provincial cooperation, etc. In view of normative, structural and
institutional dilemmas, it is a necessity to transform from vertical cooperation to vertical-horizontal cooperation, from agreement-based
cooperation to legislative cooperation, and from low-level cooperation to high-level cooperation. In the future, legislative coordination
should be strengthened under the overall planning of regions, river basins, and land and marine development in a coordinated way, thus
exploring the incorporation and application of “shared courts” and their supporting governance systems and capabilities. Besides, it can
also promote the in-depth combination of emerging technologies such as big data, block-chain and artificial intelligence with justice,
thereby imposing comprehensive normative reinforcement, structural adjustment, construction of synergy mechanism and digital
judicial transformation on judicial cooperation of regional environment.

Keywords: regional environment; judicial cooperation; practical dilemma; “shared court”; optimal approach
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