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Impact of Geopolitical Risks on Climate Change Adaptation

WANG Feng'?, MA Mengtian', LI Jia™
(1. School of Business, Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology, Nanjing 210044, China;
2. Institute of Climate Economy and Low-Carbon Industry, Nanjing University of Information Science & Technology,
Nanjing 210044, China)

Abstract: The frequent occurrence of global geopolitical events and the escalating impacts of climate change are deeply intertwined,
compounding the complexity and systemic risks associated with climate change adaptation efforts. To examine the impact of geopolitical
risks on climate change adaptation, this study employs a two-way fixed effects model using panel data from 41 countries over the
period 1995-2021, to conduct impact assessments, heterogeneity tests, and dimensional analysis. The results show that: @ Based on
multiple robustness tests, geopolitical risks have a significant negative impact on climate change adaptation. @) Heterogeneity tests suggest
that countries with high GHG emissions, North American countries, or countries with lower shares of renewable energy use exhibit greater
vulnerability to the adverse impacts of geopolitical risks on climate change adaptation. (3 Dimensional analysis confirms that geopolitical
risks undermine regional climate change adaptation capacity by reducing climate adaptation readiness. Based on these findings, the paper
proposes targeted policy recommendations to inform China’s active engagement in global climate governance.

Keywords: geopolitical risks; climate change adaptation; two-way fixed effects
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Reflection on Punitive Damages for Environmental Harm from the
Public Law Perspective

LI Ruoyu
(Law School, Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, China)

Abstract: The Civil Code introduces punitive damages for the first time in the field of environmental infringement, reflecting private law’s
response to ecological protection. However, this deviates from the principle of full compensation, causing issues like confusion in legal
interest hierarchy, overlapping responsibilities, and inconsistent judgments, thus challenging China’s public-private law dichotomy. The
restrictive application theory emphasizes integrating punitive functions within private law, countering denials centered on unjust enrichment,
while also highlighting differing objectives between public and private laws, thereby reconsidering the affirmation theory rooted in
pragmatism. Ultimately, amid frequent negative consequences, insufficient supervisory power, and varying proof standards, it self-regulates
the function of “private enforcement” , advocating restrained use of punitive damages in environmental harm to achieve dual protection
fairly. Its theoretical core treats punitive damages as exceptions, explicitly presented through a civil-administrative-criminal disciplinary
system, while allowing factors characteristic of private law to influence punitive damages. In terms of paradigm coordination, the dualistic
application principle of “strictness in public interest, moderation in private interest” is the optimal approach to prevent legal hierarchy
confusion, while a non-overlapping model based on liability priority, limits, and payment sequence effectively prevents excessive punishment
from homogeneous liabilities. Measures such as liability ceilings and alternative penalties further prevent injustices in individual cases, with
multiple approaches aiming to find the best paradigm for institutional compatibility within the balance of public and private law.

Keywords: punitive damages; environmental harm; public law; restrictive application; prohibition of double evaluation; threefold
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