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The Evolution and Generative Logic of Endogenous Dynamics in
Rural Environmental Protection—From the Perspective of Urban-
Rural Relationships

ZHOU Yi', CHEN Tao**
(1.Department of Sociology, Hohai University, Nanjing 211100, China; 2. Research Center for Environment and Society,
Hohai University, Nanjing 211100, China)

Abstract: Existing studies on the endogenous dynamics of rural environmental protection often overemphasizes countermeasures while
neglecting contextual and prioritizes case studies over holistic perspective, making it difficult to explain their historical evolution and regional
variations. Historical analysis reveals that the evolution of rural environmental protection’s endogenous dynamics is deeply intertwined with
the structural transformation in urban—rural relationships: under the natural dualism phase, it manifested as simple localized practices; under
institutional dualism, it served as environmentally related actions aligned with national development goals; after the loosening of the dual
urban—rural configuration, it entered systemic decline due to factor outflows, until a recovery trend emerged following systematic adjustments
in urban—rural relations by the state. Based on a critical review of existing activation pathways, this paper proposes the analytical framework
of structural re-positioning, aiming to reveal that the generation of rural environmental protection’s endogenous dynamics depends on the
rational positioning of rural areas within urban—rural relationships. At present, the comprehensive realization of structural repositioning in
rural areas has not been achieved, leading to significant regional disparities in the cultivation of endogenous dynamics. Accordingly, eastern
regions should focus on preventing the erosion of rural subjectivity by excessive capitalization, while central and western regions need to
consolidate the foundation for re-positioning through external empowerment, so as to promote the holistic growth of rural environmental
protection’s endogenous dynamics.

Keywords: structural re-positioning; endogenous dynamics; urban—rural relationship; rural environmental protection
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