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On the Assumption of Environmental Civil Liability by Corporate
Members — Centered on the Application of Article 1059 of the Draft
Ecological and Environmental Code of the People’s Republic of China

CHEN Zixuan
(School of Civil and Commercial Economic Law, China University of Political Science and Law, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: Article 1059 of the Draft Ecological and Environmental Code introduces significant innovations in strengthening corporate
environmental liability. On the one hand, it requires companies to bear responsibility for environmental pollution and ecological damage; on
the other hand, it provides space for corporate members to assume environmental legal liability in cases involving “environmental pollution”
or “ecological damage accidents.” However, due to the highly abstract nature of this provision, the specific forms of environmental civil
liability borne by internal corporate members, as well as the relevant adjudicatory rules, will need to be further clarified in future judicial
interpretations or judicial practice, and effectively coordinated with the company law regime and environmental tort norms so as to ensure
coherence and internal consistency within the broader legal system.In the context of the ecologicalization of company law, corporate interests
and environmental interests have already become interlinked. On this basis, it is necessary to recalibrate the jurisprudential foundation
for internal corporate members’ environmental civil liability, and, by drawing upon environmental tort principles and organizational law
analytical frameworks, distinguish corporate members’ degrees of responsibility in environmental pollution incidents, as well as their
respective roles and statuses in corporate decision-making. A comprehensive typological analysis of the constituent elements of liability is
therefore required to clarify the concrete scope and rules of application of this article.

Keywords: ecological and environmental code; corporate members; environmental accidents; environmental civil liability;

organizational logic of company law
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